
Sixth Grade Unit 5 

Grade Level:6 
Unit Name: Life in Medieval Christendom  
Pacing 4 weeks  

Priority Standards:  
 
6-8-WH-1-CC-A-Create and use tools to 
analyze a chronological sequence of 
related events in world history.  
 
6-8-WH-1-CC-C-With assistance, 
develop a research plan, identify 
appropriate resources for investigating 
social studies topics and create a research 
product which applies an aspect of world 
history prior to c.1450 to a contemporary 
issue.  
 
6-8-WH-2-GS-A- Explain the origins, 
functions and structure of monarchies, 
theocracies, city-states, empires and 
dynasties.  
6-8-WH-4-CC-C- Analyze how the 
Crusades and Black Death affected 
existing societies in Europe, Asia and 
Africa.  
6-8-WH-3-EC-C-Explain how political 
and economic stability affects the well-
being of individuals and society.  
 
6-8-WH-2-PC-A-Explain the 
significance of monotheistic and 
polytheistic religions to the social and 
political order of early civilizations. 
 
6-8-WH-3-PC-D-Analyze scientific, 

Learning Targets: 
 

⮚ I can use or create various types of timelines, 
diagrams, and primary sources to analyze 
events in world history.  

⮚ I can place events in correct chronological 
order on a timeline 

⮚ I can use primary sources to identify cause-
and-effect relationships between related 
events.  

⮚ I can identify an aspect of world history and 
compare to a contemporary issue  

⮚ I can hypothesize how that historical issue is 
related to the contemporary issue.  

⮚ I can gather and cite evidence to support the 
hypothesis of how the issues are connected. 
(This could address political, environmental, 
socioeconomic, and/or cultural issues 

⮚ I can explain the development, purpose, and 

structure of 

⮚ Monarchies (e.g., Mesopotamia, early 

Greece, etc.)  

⮚ Theocracies (e.g., ancient Egypt) • 

⮚ City-states (e.g., Mesopotamia, early Greece, 

etc.)  

⮚ Empires (e.g., Alexander the Great, ancient 

Rome, etc.)  

⮚ Dynasties (e.g., ancient China, etc.)  

⮚ I can define and describe the terms Crusades 
and Black Death. I can analyze the impact of 

Supporting Standards:  
 

 
6-8-WH-4-PC-D - Analyze the causes 
and effects on the changing roles of class, 
ethnicity, race, gender and age on the 
world cultures prior to 1450 
6-8-WH-3-PC-D- From a historical 
perspective, explain the origin, structure, 
spread, and significant beliefs of 
Christianity 
6-8-WH-2-PC-B- Describe the origins, 
structure, and essential beliefs of Judaism, 
Hinduism, and Buddhism 
6-8-WH-3-EC-A- Describe trade patterns 
and how they influence the movement of 
resources, goods, and services 
6-8-WH-4-GS-C- Analyze the conflict 
and cooperation between religions and the 
states to determine their impact on people 
and societies 
6-8-WH-2-GS-B- Distinguish the powers 
and responsibilities of subjects and 
political leaders in monarchies, 
theocracies, city-states, and empires 
6-8-WH-1-CC-B- Explain connections 
between historical context and peoples’ 
perspectives at the time in world history 
6-8-WH-1-CC-D- Using an inquiry lens, 
develop compelling questions about world 
history prior to 1450, to determine helpful 
resources and consider multiple points of 



technological, intellectual, and artistic 
advancements to determine the legacy of 
the ancient civilizations. 

the Crusades and Black Death on societies in 
Europe, Asia, and Africa.  

⮚ I can analyze the relationship between the 
Crusades and Black Death 

⮚ I can describe the political, economic and 
social changes that resulted from these 
events.  

⮚ Content may include, but is not limited to:  
⮚ • Crusades  
⮚ • Trade developing from the Crusades  
⮚ • How trade/travel led to the spread of the 

bubonic plague 
⮚ • Population changes due to the Crusades 

and the Black Death • Impact of population 
loss on culture and society  

⮚ • The emergence of the Renaissance 

⮚ Using Greece, Rome, Byzantium, Persia, 

Qin/Han China or Gupta India... 

⮚ I can describe and differentiate between 

political stability and economic stability. 

⮚ I can determine what factors contribute to 

and/or deter the well-being of individuals 

and society.  

⮚ I can describe how political stability and 

economic stability (stable prices and 

sustainable growth) affect the well-being of 

individuals and society 

⮚ I will investigate the history of Christianity, 

focusing on its founding (Jesus, believers) 

⮚ I can explain the structure of the early 

Catholic Church and later Protestant 

churches 

⮚ I can describe the spread (conversion and 

growth), and core beliefs of Christians.  

views represented in the resources 
6-8-WH-1-CC-E- Analyze the causes and 
consequences of a specific problem in 
world history prior to 1450 as well as the 
challenges and opportunities faced by 
those trying to address the problem 



⮚ I can describe the relationship between the 

development of Christianity and the core 

beliefs of the religion 

⮚  



Big Ideas: 
 
 
 

1. Religion was used to 
establish order in everyday 
life.  

 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
 

1. Is it worth trading religious 
freedom for security?  

Vocabulary: 
Middle Ages 
Medieval 
Topography  
Clergy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


